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Description automatically generated]GMD3 Board Room, 2009 East Spruce St. 
Garden City, KS 67846
Meeting in person and Via Zoom

February 24, 2026

		

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by President Simshauser 


Directors Present 
· Bill Simshauser, President, Conservation Representative
· Sam Hands, Vice President, Stock/Industrial Representative
· Hugh Brownlee, Treasurer, At Large
· Troy Dumler, Surface Water Representative,  
· Gina Gigot, Secretary, Groundwater Representative
· Monte Morgan, At Large 
· Fred Jones, Municipal Representative



Directors Absent
· Abram Lollar, Recreation/Environment Representative
· Bob Price, At Large


Member and Others Present
· Trevor Ahring, SW KS GMD3
· Keadron Pearson, Kansas Water Office
· Callan Izatt, DWR, Division of Water Resources
· Scott Satterthwaite, KDHE, Watershed Management
· Titas Jaeger, Producer
· Nicky Schwerfeger
· Emily Vsetecka
· Libby Albers
· Brandi Sneath, SW KS GMD3



Approval of Agenda
President Simshauser presented the agenda for consideration. Seeing no additions or changes, the agenda was approved as presented

[bookmark: _Hlk216443619]Approval of Minutes
President Simshauser directed the board’s attention to the minutes of the January 13, 2026 meeting. No changes were noted, and no formal motion was made.

Financial Report
Treasurer Hugh Brownlee presented the financial report. The balance in the checking account was reported as $3,922.42. No checks were written.
Hugh Brownlee moved to approve the financial report as presented. Troy Dumler seconded. The motion passed.
Hugh Brownlee moved to add Brandi Sneath to the signature card. Troy Dumler seconded. The motion passed.

Old Business
KDHE Infiltration Catchments-Watershed Restoration Plan- Scott Satterthwaite
Scott Satterthwaite discussed the infiltration catchments pilot project and the proposed change on page 33 of the Watershed Restoration Plan. He explained that the Kansas Geological Survey is conducting a pilot program in GMD1, just north of the watershed, to implement infiltration catchments that function as recharge conduits.
Two sites are being sampled for water quality, with plans to install monitoring wells and sensors in 2026. At least one year of data will be collected to determine the extent to which recharge is being enhanced. The catchments are intended to capture rainwater from agricultural land before it flows into the Upper Arkansas River, allowing it to infiltrate the groundwater. This may help reduce runoff into the river and support healthier soils. Scott suggested adding language stating that there is potential for similar efforts in GMD3, but that results from GMD1 should be monitored first.
Hugh Brownlee moved to approve the proposed changes to the plan. Monte Morgan seconded. The motion passed.
 
Annual Meeting Discussion
The board discussed plans for the annual meeting scheduled for March 11, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at The Refinery.
Speakers will include Jim Butler, KGS; AEM Flights; and Trevor Ahring, GMD3.
Entertainment will be provided by Larry Billberry at no charge.
The silent auction will continue, and additional auction items are still being sought.
Trevor Ahring will seek Ken Weidner for a Native American reenactment presentation and provide an update on the Conservation Initiative.
The sponsorship letter was distributed and approved without changes.
Hugh Brownlee suggested the Watershed Group issue a press release.
Hugh Brownlee moved to approve a $200 budget for a Facebook advertisement. Troy Dumler seconded. The motion passed.



New Business
Project Informational Presentation
Update on Solar Panel Project- Sam Zipper
Sam Zipper gave an update on the solar panel project. He explained that the project uses non-irrigated field corners for renewable energy development, which helps avoid displacing productive agricultural land. The pilot project is funded by the Foundation for Food and Agriculture Research.
The project installs solar panels on non-productive corners to collect water and promote infiltration into the subsurface. This allows more water to enter the aquifer by-passing vegetation. Non-productive retired fields may also be suitable for this approach. The project is intended to enhance groundwater recharge, generate energy, and provide economic benefits to farms while maintaining agricultural use.
Sam reported that the project is now halfway through year two. The site was selected based on sandy soils and suitable energy infrastructure. The first year focused on planning and design, and construction was completed in 2025. Since then, data collection has been underway, with about 8,000 data points gathered so far.
Preliminary results show improved soil moisture in the 0 to 30-foot soil profile. Quarterly measurements indicate that the water collection system is placing water where intended. On the energy side, the project missed much of the 2025 season, so results are still early, but energy generation has been in line with regional expectations.
The project is also evaluating whether it produces more energy than it consumes and generates positive net revenue. Early results indicate positive net revenue. Future modeling will focus on where the system could provide the most benefit if expanded.


Public Comments and Announcements
- Callen Izzatt (DWR) reminded members that Water Use Report reports are due March 1st.
- Trevor Ahring mentioned GMD3 Annual meeting is March 11th 

Adjournment
Troy Dumler moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:44 a.m. Hugh Brownlee seconded. The motion passed, and the meeting was adjourned.



         	[image: ]							


Page 2 of 2

image1.emf

image2.png
- UPPER

ARKANSAS
WATERSHED GROUP





